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Thursday, March 6, 2008
Artist Helped Put City on Map
By Lloyd Jojola
Journal Staff Writer
    Painter and teacher Siegfried Hahn made his way to Albuquerque in 1968, bringing with him a classical-realist method that was rooted in the works of the Renaissance. 
    "It was such a sophisticated style of art," said Mary Ann Weems, who first showed the works of Siegfried and his studio and teaching partner, Howard Wexler, when her now well-known Weems Galleries was still in its infancy. 
    "They brought the 'Maroger medium' to Albuquerque," she said, referring to the medium of French painter and restoration expert Jacques Maroger that was used to obtain the results of the Old Masters. 
    A memorial service for 94-year-old Hahn, who died Feb. 25 of natural causes, will take place at 3 p.m. March 28 at the First Unitarian Church, 3701 Carlisle NE. 
    In his native South Africa, Hahn's interest in art came about at an early age, said Wexler, a 48-year colleague of Hahn's. 
    "He was born with infantile paralysis ... and he didn't walk until he was, I think, 6 years old. He was bedridden," Wexler said. "His father built him a table over his bed and gave him crayons and pencils. So from a very young age he was drawing." 
    Trips to such places as the Johannesburg Art Gallery further inspired Hahn. 
    Siegfried would study at the Royal Academy in London, where the prized student earned the Turner Gold Medal, among other honors. He then traveled to Paris and studied at the Academie Nationale des Beaux Arts before World War II. 
    "He always went to the museums and saw these wonderful masters' paintings that he was thrilled with," Wexler said. "Part of their training (as art students) was to go to the museum and copy the Old Masters— Rubens and Rembrandt and so on— and he always said he couldn't do it, get the same effects as them." 
    Hahn returned to Europe to paint after the war and spent the next decade, from about 1945 to 1956, traveling all over the continent. 
    It was in the mid-1950s, after he settled back in France, that Hahn formed a connection with Americans, such as military personnel and their family members, living in Europe. 
    "He was involved with Americans in Europe a lot, teaching Americans living in Europe," Wexler said. 
    While in Europe, Hahn had come upon the writings of Jacques Maroger, a French painter and researcher at the Louvre Museum. 
    In 1956, he began corresponding with Maroger, who at the time was living in the States. 
    Ultimately, Hahn was introduced to the Maroger medium, or as Wexler called it: "The medium of the masters of the High Renaissance." 
    "And that's what Siegfried said was his lifesaver," Wexler said of the oil-based formula and technique. "That now he knew how the Old Masters achieved their effects." 
    In 1958, a Maroger disciple, Joseph Sheppard, showed Hahn "how to cook and apply the medium," according to the memoir, "Siegfried Hahn: My Life as Artist & Teacher" by Hahn with Dyne Macha and Neva Rancier-King (Seven Locks Press). 
    "He said, 'You do this, then you do this, then this,' explaining the procedure, and after twenty minutes I yelled, 'Stop!' '' the book reads. "It came to me, in a flash, what was a total mystery for thirty years, when I looked at great paintings in museums, how they obtained the look ..." 
    As Wexler said: "That was his speciality, painting with the Maroger medium, and he painted primarily portraits, figure work, landscapes and cityscapes." Hahn exhibited oils, watercolors and sketches over the years. 
    Hahn and Wexler gave lessons on the medium while teaching in Europe and then brought their teachings to America, when they moved to Albuquerque. 
    Their departure from France was hastened by then-President Charles de Gaulle, who had pushed out the American military. Hahn and Wexler came to New Mexico at the invitation of a U.S. officer and his wife. 
    Weems said Hahn, with Wexler, helped put Albuquerque on the map. 
    "I don't think Albuquerque was noticed as much prior to then," Weems said. "I think they had an incredible impact on bringing not only students, new students, to this area, but collectors ..." 
    Hahn exhibited one-man and group shows across Europe and the United States. His portrait work was commissioned worldwide. 
    In Albuquerque, Hahn taught hundreds of students from his studio and through such groups as the New Mexico Art League. 
    "For many years, Siegfried led and passionately devoted himself to the cause of children's art education, knowing that they represent the future of art in his beloved Albuquerque and New Mexico," Wexler said. 
    Memorial contributions can be made to the New Mexico Art League, Siegfried Hahn Children's Fund, 3407 Juan Tabo NE, Albuquerque, NM, 87111. 

