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Sunday, February 10, 2008
Rediscovered Works Shine Light on Painter Siegfried Hahn's European Travels
By Wesley Pulkka
For the Journal
    Albuquerque artist and teacher Howard Wexler uncovered a treasure trove last year where one usually finds a few dust bunnies or an old sock. While rearranging some furniture with his studio and teaching partner Siegfried Hahn, Wexler found bundles of more than 100 of Hahn's early oil paintings and watercolors stashed under a bed. 
    "I must have stored them there shortly after we moved into this house 39 years ago and completely forgotten about them," Hahn recalled. 
    "I learned to hoard materials during the war (World War II). We dared not throw anything away. There was simply nothing to buy in stores so it was quite a common practice to remove the finished canvas and reuse the stretcher bars. In some cases we reversed the canvas and painted on the back." 
    Wexler's discovery led to a 44-piece exhibition at the Weems Galleries titled "Siegfried Hahn 1938-1968." The show celebrates Hahn's recent 94th birthday and showcases 35 of the rediscovered oils and eight other canvases from Hahn's days, as he put it, painting his way through Europe. Subjects include portraits, architecture and landscapes. 
    Hahn began his career studying art in his native South Africa and later at the Royal Academy in London, where he was awarded the Turner Gold Medal for excellence. He continued to develop his skills in Paris, where he became enthralled with the techniques of the European Renaissance masters Rubens, Raphael and others. 
    "I hungered to know exactly how they achieved their mastery of form and paint quality," Hahn recalls. 
    In 1958 Hahn met Baltimore artist Joseph Sheppard, who spent his summers painting in Paris. Sheppard had studied at the Maryland Institute College of Art under Jacques Maroger. 
    Maroger was a French artist and restoration expert at the Louvre Museum in Paris who came to America to help restore paintings for the New York Metropolitan Museum of Art before to World War II. 
    When he completed his work in New York, Maroger was unable to return to Paris because of the war, but was hired by the Maryland Institute as a teacher. During his years in Baltimore, Maroger perfected his now-well-known medium and distributed its formula throughout the world. Maroger remained in Baltimore until his death in 1962. 
    Using a still-life setup that Hahn was working on, Sheppard gave a demonstration of how to apply the medium and to build form with color. 
    "During his skillful demonstration of Maroger's technique Sheppard was able to reveal the secrets of the masters I had been seeking for years. At one point I asked him to stop because I had finally gotten all that I sought," Hahn said. 
    Sheppard's demonstration led to a series of letters between Hahn and Maroger that informed and encouraged Hahn to develop his technique and teach it to others. 
    "As a result of my correspondence with Maroger, Howard and I were able to include lessons on the medium with our American students at the NATO air force base in France," Hahn said. 
    The success of those classes came to an end in 1967 when French president Charles de Gaulle asked that American troops be withdrawn. At loose ends Hahn and Wexler answered an invitation from a retired Air Force colonel and his wife to move to Albuquerque. 
    "We find Albuquerque to be vastly underrated as a cultural center. This unassuming small city is filled with well informed and educated people who have a genuine appreciation for the fine arts," Hahn said recently. 
    He explained that Maroger believed that the next artistic renaissance would occur in America. 
    "Albuquerque with its omnipresent and spectacular Sandia mountain range, Rio Grande river and the desert beyond is a truly beautiful place to live and paint," Wexler added. 
    Hahn retired from studio work and teaching several years ago. He and his friend Wexler live in a quiet bungalow in the Northeast Heights surrounded by a rose garden where they are entertained by their pets Benjamin, a white rabbit, and GeoGeo, a Tabby cat. 
    A recent biography titled "Siegfried Hahn: My Life as Artist and Teacher" by Dyne Macha and Neva Rancier-King chronicles Hahn's travels, views on art and includes valuable information for students of painting. 
    Wexler continues to teach classes in drawing, watercolor and oil painting using the Maroger medium in their home's adjacent studio. 
    "For me this exhibition of Siegfried's European paintings brings our story full circle. I was awestruck 27 years ago when Siegfried Hahn and Howard Wexler walked into my brand-new little gallery and asked me to show their work," gallery owner Mary Ann Weems said. 
    "They gave my fledgling gallery credibility and allowed me to represent artists that would have been beyond my reach had it not been for Siegfried's and Howard's reputation." 
    Weems said the Hahn exhibit would be the last show at the gallery's current location. The Weems Galleries will close in mid-March and reopen in April at the Louisiana Plaza on Montgomery NE. 
    If You Go 
    WHAT: "Siegfried Hahn 1938-1968," 44 oil paintings. 
    WHEN: Through Feb 29. Hours are 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Mondays-Fridays and 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturdays. Call 293-6133 
    WHERE: Weems Galleries and Framing, 2801-M Eubank NE, Eastdale Shopping Center 
    HOW MUCH: Free 

