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Sunday, November 11, 2007
Veterans' Show Is Well Done
By Wesley Pulkka
For the Journal
    Too often soldiers may be seen as mere numbers. The "10th Annual New Mexico Veterans Art Show" in the Fine Arts Gallery at Expo New Mexico reveals the hearts, creative minds and souls of the human beings behind those numbers. 
    This year's show is one of the best to date with 170 works by a number of talented artists. The exhibit includes a variety of media and covers a wide spectrum of subjects and themes. 
    Please note that this is an open show and is by its nature a bit uneven in quality. The vast majority of works, however, are very well-executed. This review focuses on a few of many highlight pieces. 
    Roy Breckenridge won the Military Order of the Purple Heart blue ribbon and the Patriot's Award for "New Mexico Pride" a mixed-media rendering of an American eagle flying past a Zuni sun. The bird has six companion eagles flying in the distance. The piece is remarkable for its bold colors and excellent draftsmanship. 
    Breckenridge, who is self-taught, has other works in the show that are equally well-drawn. He uses tiny dots of color to render details and give form to his images. This painstaking technique requires patience and represents many hours spent at the easel. Breckenridge, a Crow Indian, is one of several Native Americans in the show. 
    Another painting having to do with flight is "Mustang Departure" by Dan Degasperi, a mural-scale oil depicting two World War II-era P-51 Mustang fighters taking off in a vast landscape. The propeller-driven aircraft are captured seconds after leaving the ground before the landing gear is fully retracted. 
    That detail lends a feeling of action and vulnerability to the scene. Degasperi's image can be read as a metaphor for the disappearing mustang horses in the West. The large storm cloud in the background emblematizes the threat of warfare and sudden change. This is a strong painting. 
    Though only given a second-place red ribbon for oils John Beeder's "New Mexico Nimbus" is a very nicely drawn and painted landscape. The painting has a magical quality that I find quite appealing. 
    My only nit to pick is his parsimonious use of paint and medium. His eye for light and shadow as well as his draftsmanship save his painting from disappearing when closely observed. 
    Because of its thin paint his wonderful landscape reads best from a distance. Beeder has real talent. 
    There are several sculptures in the show but my favorite is Clyde Washburn's "Southwest Carousel Horse" in carved and painted wood with a brass support post. 
    Washburn's use of bold bright color and pearlescent paint make his magical horse come alive in the imagination and takes one back to the way things once were. Washburn was awarded a first-place blue ribbon for his efforts. His piece of old Americana is beautiful and a bit sad in our cheap plastics made in China new world order. 
    Washburn also carves moose antler sculptures that require a mind-boggling amount of time and patience. 
    Albert Noyer is one of a handful of professional artists in the show. His print won a first-place ribbon while his "San Francisco Mission, Golden NM" garnered third-place honors in watercolor. 
    Though now retired to paint and write historical novels Noyer was once a full-time illustrator for the automobile industry. 
    The show has many more remarkable and heart-warming works making it well worth a lingering visit. 
    WHAT: "10th Annual New Mexico Veterans Art Show" with 170 works 
    WHEN: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. today. Hours are 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays through Nov. 25 
    WHERE: Expo New Mexico, Fine Arts Gallery, Copper at San Pedro entrance 
    HOW MUCH: Free 

